)>e&r JIb, Coseittsc/Eay situation 3/5/77 

i?roai your voice lost zdght i know shat was in your mind and emotions. Frois long 
and disagreeable years of having the same thoughts and feelings 1 offier some advice. 

First you have to decide for yourself what is aost important to you. Then what to 
do or not to cio. if you believe you snouts make efforts of socie kind then you decide 
what efforts and how to go about them. whatever you decide, remessber that this is not 
the end of everything and that with what yin or or no dot do you will haw to live for 
a long tin®, fids mem a do sot do what sec-sas to be expedient at this saoseat. Bo what 
you believe is right sad necessary, however, you evaluate necessary. That is and aust 
be a pe saasl decision. 

These terrible people doing terrible things will not -go away. Ky belief is that 
we should confront them. ~t is also that we say not be entirely alone in it when we 
do it. flic- opportunity for confrontations is not Just ia the immediate. The teaediate 
is only tha present problem. 

shile I have not had time to think it throng carefully 1 have given it a little 
thought, My belief about what to do cotao froa long experience of which you are aware 
enough. It begins with the certainty of being right and intending to do right, You 
will find that in time of adversity and particularly when facing seemingly overwhleating 
odds this means such. This includes an important emotional consideration - there is no 
defeat, no failure in not succeeding. 

r^hst I think you should do will not require a great amount of time or a great 
amount of thought. *his is not a time for elaborate legal briefings. It is a time for 
the stating of sic: pie facts and basic beliefs. You need research neither. 

first I think you should postpone tr® depositions in 1448. if you do not you will 
now go into the® unprepared. Vfe have waited this long a couple of weeks wore will make 
no real difference. I suggest you seek to set then for the week after the Williams date. 

You say want to consider us both speaking to Preysr or your speaking to hia yourself, 
xf you decide that it would be- better for ae to bo with you the® I suggest considering 
asking two members of the .staff to be with us, perhaps a third. If you do I think it 
must be done by Prayer asking them to be present, not us. In order, Brooten, Gey and 
«aish» ihose three 1 believe will be honest. From those of the press I have spoken to 
I gather that Prayer is longest of the Members on principle. 

I have no reading on any other Member sufficient to permit a recommendation. I do 
believe that it. would be embarrassing to some to ba included, particularly Fauntroy. 

380 ****** to bjiV(! & eood dslationship with Dodd. X might talk to hie. Bolling also seems 
to bs of serious mind but 1 do not knew. 

Aside from this there arc other st&teamts you should Is© preparing. He talked about 
one, going into federal court with an injunction. If you do this there are mm pijnts 
you snoul not omit. One is that ‘'ongress dees not have the right to investigate the 
murder except in pursuance of a legislative need. This casnittee h .s made clear that 
it regards its function As solving both crimes. This is not a legislative purpose, be 
esn both supply affidavits on this going back to the summer of 1975. Another is that 
the oaorittee Isas not even begun to establish tha body of the crime and is engaging 
in a desperate media event to save itself from the consequences of its own wrongful 
act, that with a half year in which to do so it has not begin serious work, has 
degenerated into a national disgrace with its petty bickering and commercializations 
of these great t ragedies, and now geeks to save itself by further denying the rights 
of a nan whose legal remedies are not exhausted.! would add at a time when his defense 
is close to not the nebulous "threshold" the committee pjsatos to the preen but definitive 
and irrefutable angers, "ere you can sake a general reference to your prior letter to Bell, 
(uere 1 suggest trial you temper your Dreyfus reference by making it clear that Jinny 




is a petty criminal but that our system of justice is beases upon the indivisibility 
of justice, that the rights of all are established by the preservation and defense of 
the rights of the least of us.) 

I think it would not bo a bad idea to include a direct charge that in addition to 
saving itself some of the ^essbsrs of this e^rasdttee are. in seJss cahoots with a notorious 
commercial! sser who without your permission sad by subterfuges demeaning to the bar if 
not prohibited to it has obtained access to your client and. tricked hi® in various ways. 

To help with this I am sending you a copy of the PV add for base's book. A ou already 
have the promotional place fros an earlier edition in which they say April publication. 

So these people have to continui? the committee to keep froa Baking themselves lock 
foolish in the book that is port of a reported six-figure coi-nercislisation* The language 
of the add ay source unfortunately annotate leads itself to this as does the projection 
1 sent you. ”,,,have already sparked the formation of a new Congressianal cossittee. ... 
certain to capture the imagination of anyone interested in eonopiracy..." 

X think you should also write 0* belli, with a copy of your request fox an injunction 
if you fils one, earlier if necessary with the promise of sending it. 1'ou should tell 
Mm that from your yease-long representation of Kay and other work it is apparent that 
in the times of these great tragedies and thereafter the failure of all of societies 
ii.wt~i.iuCi on**. , uuX responding to external pr8u-.'jr£Si pcrpctucvd .no ond 1©^*. to 

the currant failure of the legislative branch of government. bfea$ is involved is not 
merely internal bickering, it is s media event in which there has been no serious work 
from tins outset and. in fact the enactment of the result! on was procured on the basis of 
disinformation fabricated by two of the most notorious co rercialisers of these tragedies. 
While you write him because of your lawyer* a obligation you want hte to be aware of the 
disrepute all of this is bringing upon the Congress. This sill beecae sere malodorous 
if the const tee, in is dsepsration, soaks the cheap sensation of ps a st teg atSiysgBjg 
taking testimony from any Hay, particularly at this juncture, when there is nobody on 
the Committee or its staff in a position to question Mm about fact, net the fabdreations 
of *a*fc ^aae sad hick Gregory. (Give hi® copies of both PW cheap shots by F— H. ) Tell 
Mje that at the -,-nteet Hay a defease offered, the committee all the help possible and 
that what the oorawittee b&fi was only that which could be forced upon it and having it 
then proceeded to ignore it as part of the lane cores© retail 2 a ti on Too really have to 
go after hate now and no* thf time is right for it. Tell Mb that iemediately the caa- 
jssittca sought to violate Kay s rights even when no purpose was served by it except 
perpetuating the official explanation of the crime, that after vigorous protest Sprague 
wrote and apologised and in writing and is personal meetings continued to as arc the 
preservation of Kay’s rights. That you had never opposed «ayts appearance before the 
committee if the preservation of his rights vert- assured. That if 3ms to beebv&eos that 
if the crrairi ttec believes ^ay has know lodge of the crime itself even though he has 
already sworn he was not at the scene, and did not comn.it the crime the eoeui-ittoe h&a to 
establish the body of the crime prior to being able to take meaningful testimony from him. 
There is no way of not jeopardising Kay's rights if be is now called, and questioned by 
those not knowing what to question Ms about and not having say basis tm for either 
questioning Mm or really knowing anything about the crime. Tell Ms also that in its 
report, based on no ir;vestx;:Btion st all, and in many irresponsible public statements 
^embers of the eosrdttee have already ordained “ay the assassin, leaving open only the 
question of conspiracy. This in itself precludes any possibility of Kayts appearing 
before the committee without irreparable damage to Ms unexhausted legal rights. 

Add that all of this will be magnified if the committee twera Mm in executive 
session fro- which prejudicial selection can then be made. Extend this to Horry, who 
can be relevant only with the preconception of Mrscy* s guilt. 

Offer the opiem that there should be a Congressional investigation of ;:oth criraes 

but not as murders, that you favor such an investigation and will help it in any proper 




nay. “ake that we. Say test doing this properly not only preserves Kay’s rights but 
enables the establishing of truth as a proper part of a proper legislative function, 
ifex-e I'd quote fro* two court records, the BJ's certification of sy credentials and 
the; C.a. on "nation’s interest.* You Eight want to tell hi® that I offered to Sprague, 
md I’m cure brootea will res.eaber it, to join Mm in all ay suits to save bin time if 
he was refused, what I seek E&cikst by the executive agencies ana that 1 offered tbs 
ooiinittee ell of say work. I think that with the present situation Donovan Hay will 
probably lx? truthful and say ho had planned to goes h.sre with his own xerox machine 
to copy tsy files and tnal an part of his f unction oa an earlier cossHitte© ixe had 
.knowledges of their definitiveness and authenticity. 

After you tell him there is no possible way in which this committee can succeed or 
xiow can fail to bring sore disrepute upon the Bouse that we do favet. Ms establishing 
of s sew cess. 41 toe in which its legislative responsibilities are rot forth explicitly 
sad it zs icuaitoo to vust will avoid media events and fishing expeditions against those 
agoxicios that East be recked at in connsctio xt with both crises — that there sisiply is 
no way of avoiding them* 

Add. that you represent me in tide as in those litigations by which X have obtained 
boss of the records I have end that from your own knowledge 1 can provide any proper 
coeicittee with the basis of both invostigatloca if the bongresa '.fill but begin with what 
is required by legal oonsideratiORa, establishing the body of both crimes, 'fids will 
save great sums of money, enormous amounts of time, limit what the cooaittoe can feel 
called upon to look into - and say specifically that as one example there is no 
question but that the FBI did not kill Dr, itig, the only possible meaning of the mis- 
information that turned the black causcu on. Id go farthor and say that while there 
fiae boon serious faili ng in these agencies they did not eeamit original sia and sat 
there oust bo an end to kkxxe the iireaponsi tie biasing of thorn for every imaginary 
fault - that if they are hold to account what what they actually did tins will strengthen 
xiol weaken the®, and at the sms time avoid Congressional irresponsibility which has 
tainted all on inis subject gains buck, to the beginnings of the- resolutions of 1975. 

'fall him that if ha has any question we will Ratify him in. confidence through 
anyone of his election, that if ha wants testimony in support of such a new resolution 
we wall provide it and .that if hs does net agree and elects to continue this committee 
we ask to be head by the xi uies committee in opposition to it. Hs will know tbatnwe 
can approach thos m erab^rs of %les who are opposed and that tuis can make qult ; = a 
stink, one of the reasons for the enclosures on bane. 



ii3k him to ask himself where you use the oort quotes why the coauittee never asked 
®* for oay of this material even after I offered it and after its research director 
bad said is October that ho wax coning up for what be knew I had and all else I could 
give his when those are all formerly suppressed ofiisail records. Ke’U know that tfaoae 
opposed, especially ^epublicana, will clobber Ida ssu the "caocrat® in httlee and on. the 
floor for this alone on a number of correct issues including coat. If you my this is 
up to 20 files cabinets of material it will get through to him harder. Ion can add that 



it ia all already coas4tted to the public through a university system ao there is no 
possible com;.,crcialiisation and that besides, the request wan fron the research director, 
his initiatives, not mine. 



Somewhere include that although Sprague knew you had spent seven long y*ara oh 
t- ; is case he never aaked you a single question about the dim itself and told m that 
wlxcr. his staff had failed to pick up the brclfings of both sides in the litigation ho 

said he haa ordered them net uo real the brleftngn of both aides on the spurious ground 

that tills would prejudice lawyers. Ask what kind of lawyers he hired! 

fixe right letter to G’fceill can turn this around nos. So it in haste to get it done 

anu tell Mb that you have to hasten to prevent another nations!. disgrace <.nu the per- 

petuation ox' thee* great traume and in the interest of the L ' engross ana p: polar attitudes 
toward it. 1 think even nud would help now and can. fe want is: to this without knowing 
vixat was afoot yesterday. tioM hxeki 




